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Overview

Time: 1 hour
Group Size: Up to 25 participants (6-8 students per group)
Grade Levels: Pre-K – K (4-5-year olds)
Location: Sahm Marine Education Center (Octopus Side)

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Come learn your ABC’s while exploring life in the ocean. Students look, listen, and feel tide pool, kelp forest, and sandy bottom animals in our aquariums while learning their letters. Program activities include touching sea star Arms and Barnacles in the discovery pool and listening to unusual ocean sounds like Crashing waves and Dolphin squeaks. Program modeled after book Into the A, B Sea by Deborah Lee Rose.

The book does the whole alphabet, but this program does not. It can only do some of the letters.  It will also have one counting station.  Some stations will also focus on a sense.  

INTRODUCTION

5 minutes only! Keep it short. 
Bring the students in and sit them on the floor in one large group.  Show the book and ask if they have read it.  If they have not, you will have to go over the main ideas quickly, read a few parts if needed, but not all of it.  Ask a few students what their names are and what letter their name starts with. Then ask what animals in the ocean also start with that letter (ie. Jackson starts with a J. Jelly fish starts with a J). Then open the book to that letter and show the students the animal and letter associated with their name. Do this for a few more students, really annunciating the starting letters of their names and the animals. Go over the four stations and the rules for the program. 
Divide into instructor groups and get started.  Teachers often assign chaperones to a number of children and they do not always understand we need different sized groups.  Work with them to divide the groups without breaking up too many of the teacher assigned groups.

FOUR STATIONS
1. Discovery Pool
Students will have the opportunity to observe and gently touch animals from the OEC discovery pool.  Students will learn some of the parts of a sea star. The first letters of the words for its parts will be used to spell out STAR. Example: S is for spines. We will focus on the sense of touch.

2. Habitat Tanks 
Students will use the habitat tanks to learn about habitats and that ocean animals do not all live in the same place. Students will be given a picture an animal in the tanks to find and observe where it lives. 
They will then match their animal’s shape to a puzzle board where their picture will fit into the appropriate habitat. This station will focus on the sense of sight and observation skills.   
3. Counting and Graphing 
Students will be divided into groups and given a box of model ocean animals to sort and count.  They will then make a picture graph of the results.  We will use these graphs to discuss numbers.
4. Sounds and Pictures
This station focuses on the sense of hearing and learning some of the things that make sound underwater.  Students will be given pictures with the name of the item on them to hold. Sounds and pictures will be used to show different things that make noise in the ocean.  The name of the object or animal will be written on a picture and instructors will read the word and emphasize the starting letter.   The student with that corresponding card will hold it up.   Example:  C for Crashing Waves, D for Dolphin.  The instructor will then play sounds only and students will hold up the appropriate card for that sound.  


SCHEDULE/LOGISTICS

Perfect Timing Example:
9:30 – 9:38	 	Bring them in, set them down, do introduction
9:38 – 9:50   		Station 1
9:50 – 10:02  		Station 2
10:02 – 10:14 		Station 3
10:14 – 10:26  		Station 4
10:26 – 10:30  		Line up and out the door

1. Start on time but make sure to stop 3-4 minutes early to start moving the groups out so the next group can get in on time.  It takes younger students a long time to get organized and out of the room.  
1. Volunteers are part of the staffing for this program.  We try to staff two OI instructors and two volunteers on each program. Make sure to include the volunteers in the organization of the program. Volunteers may also be there to observe. Make sure to introduce them and welcome them to the program. They may need to be assigned to someone to observe.    
1. We request only 1 chaperone for every 6 students, but they often bring a lot more.  You can include chaperone rules in the introduction. If the total group size gets too large take the chaperones aside and talk to them about keeping quiet and out of the way. Let them know how they can help us, especially at the wet table.
1. Station rotation:  1) discovery pool; 2) habitats; 3) sounds and pictures; 4) counting & graphing.    
1. Finish on time, line them up at the door.  Make sure they know their program is over and ask the teacher what is next for them.  Direct them to where they need to go.  Make sure they understand they are to leave the campus.
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								          Entrance 
Stations (in order):
1. Discovery Pool
2. Habitats
a. Poster set up on Blue Lab table
3. Sounds
a. Table placed on back courtyard with CD player connected to power. 
4. Counting and Graphing
a. Materials placed around 2 blue lab tables pushed together
STANDARDS

NGSS EXCERPTS DIRECTLY RELATED TO:
For more in-depth descriptions of these standards, please view at https://www.nextgenscience.org/

K-LS-1 Use observations to describe patterns of what plants and animals (including humans) need to survive. 
· [Clarification Statement: Examples of patterns could include that animals need to take in food but plants do not; the different kinds of food needed by different types of animals; the requirement of plants to have light; and, that all living things need water.]

K-ESS3-1 Use a model to represent the relationship between the needs of different plants and animals (including humans) and the places they live. 
· [Clarification Statement: Examples of relationships could include that deer eat buds and leaves, therefore, they usually live in forested areas; and, grasses need sunlight so they often grow in meadows. Plants, animals, and their surroundings make up a system.]

CCSS EXERPTS DIRECTLY RELATED TO:
For more in-depth descriptions of these standards, please view at http://www.corestandards.org/

Print Concepts:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.1
Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.1.A
Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.1.B
Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific sequences of letters.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.1.C
Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.1.D
Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet.
Phonological Awareness:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2
Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.A
Recognize and produce rhyming words.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.B
Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.C
Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.D
Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in three-phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or CVC) words.1 (This does not include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/, or /x/.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.E
Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words to make new words.
Phonics and Word Recognition:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3
Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.A
Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences by producing the primary sound or many of the most frequent sounds for each consonant.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.B
Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes) for the five major vowels.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.C
Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are, do, does).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.D
Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the letters that differ.

K.CC.B.4 Understand the relationship between numbers and quantities; connect counting to cardinality.

K.MD.B.3 Classify objects into given categories; count the numbers of objects in each category and sort the categories by count.
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